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Contracting Process 
The Department’s acquisition process is

governed by: 
�	 Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR,

48 CFR Chapter 1) 
�	 Department of State Acquisition

Regulation (DOSAR, 48 CFR Chapter
6) 



  

FAR 13: Simplified Acquisitions


�	 Governs the acquisition of supplies and 
services under $100,000 (generally set-
aside for small businesses) 
�	 Over $3,000 - must compete 
�	 Over $10,000 - must be publicly announced         

or displayed 
�	 Over $25,000 - must be announced in 

www.FedBizOpps.gov 
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FAR 14: Sealed Bidding

Sealed bidding procedures are used when a

requirement is clearly defined, discussions are
not anticipated, and award will be made on price
and price related factors alone. 

�	 A/LM/AQM issues Invitation for Bid (IFB) 
� May host pre-bid conference to answer questions


�	 Contractor reviews IFB and submits a sealed bid 
no later than the date and time specified 

�	 On date and time specified, all bids are 
opened and read publicly 

4 



FAR 15: Contracting By Negotiation

Contracting by negotiation procedures are generally used for

competitive and noncompetitive negotiated acquisitions, and for 
when award is made on a best-value (technical and price)
basis. 

�	 Request for Proposal (RFP) is issued defining the requirement
and requesting technical and pricing information. It also
describes how the award decision will be made. 

�	 A/LM/AQM responds to questions from potential offerors with
answers and solicitation amendments as necessary. Questions
and answers are forwarded to all potential offerors. 

�	 Proposals are evaluated by the Government based on the 
evaluation criteria in the RFP- e.g. technical, cost/price, past-
performance. 

�	 If necessary, negotiations (discussions) are held to resolve
deficiencies and other issues, including price, with the offerors
in the competitive range and revised proposals are submitted
and evaluated. 
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FAR 36: Construction & A/E 

Contracts


�	 FAR Subpart 36.2- Construction 
�	 FAR Subpart 36.3- Two-Phase Design-

Build Selection Procedures 
�	 FAR Subpart 36.6- Architect-Engineer 

(A/E) Services 
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FAR 36.2: Construction 
Capital and Major Projects 

�	 Projects over $5 million are subject to the Percy
Amendment (22 U.S.C. 302), which gives a 10% monetary
preference to U.S. firms. 

�	 Projects over $10 million or that include technical security
are subject to Omnibus Diplomatic Security and Anti-
terrorism Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4852), requiring cleared
firms and firms that meet the U.S. Persons requirement. 

�	 Phase I: Pre-qualification announced in FedBizOpps 
�	 Proposals based on the evaluation criteria 
�	 Offerors determined to be qualified by the technical 

board will be eligible to propose in Phase II 
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FAR 36.2: Construction Cont.


�	 Phase II: Formal solicitations issued for specific 
projects 
�	 Firms participate in project site visits 
�	 Technical and price proposals are submitted 
� Proposals will be evaluated in accordance with the 


evaluation procedures contained in the solicitation


�	 Contract awarded to the firm offering the best value to 
the Government. Best value is generally defined as 
the lowest priced/technically acceptable offeror. 
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Technical Evaluation Criteria


� Technical Capacity 
� Past Performance 
� Financials 
� Small Business Program 
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FAR 36.6: A/E

�	 Projects are announced through FedBizOpps


�	 AQM responds to questions with answers and 
solicitation amendments as necessary 

�	 AQM receives responses to announcement, 
essentially a qualification package utilizing the 
SF 330 

�	 Firms are evaluated by the evaluation board 
based on the criteria in each RFP- technical 
competence, experience, capacity, past-
performance, etc. (FAR 36.602-1) 



FAR 36.6: A/E Cont. 

� An A/E evaluation board prepares a rank
order selection report recommending at least
3 of the most highly qualified firms. 

�	 RFP’s are sent to the selected firm(s) for a
proposal. 

�	 The CO enters into discussions, in 
accordance with FAR Part 15 procedures, to
negotiate a mutually satisfactory contract. 

�	 If agreement cannot be reached, the CO
enters into discussions with the next most 
highly ranked firm. 
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A/E IDIQ’s 
Numerous IDIQ’s have been established for various 

architectural and engineering disciplines. 
�	 These include general architectural/engineering services,

residential design services, telecommunication services, 
roofing services, cost estimating services, and construction
management support services. 

�	 A wide variety of specialized engineering services
including: mechanical engineering services, electrical
engineering services, seismic engineering services,
environmental engineering, value engineering services,
elevator engineering services and fire protection
engineering services. 

�	 Develop preliminary designs (bridging documents). 
�	 Several of these were set aside for small business and the 

8(a) programs. 
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Other Services 
�	 We acquire various miscellaneous services and supplies,

other than A/E and Construction, to support OBO. 

�	 Although most construction materials are purchased by the
general contractor, fire protection equipment, security doors,
X-ray machines, electrical power equipment and other items
are purchased by this branch for OBO. Interior furnishings
are acquired via GSA FSS Blanket Purchase Agreements
(BPA’s) and open market. 

�	 Service contracts include real estate services, pest control
services, environmental, security, fire protection, furniture
and furnishing installation, facility maintenance, RF testing, 
technical security, construction security and art insurance. 
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RFP StructureRFP Structure
A.	 Solicitation, Offer, and Award 
B.	 Pricing Methodology 
C.	 Statement of Work (SOW) 
D.	 Packaging and Marking 
E.	 Inspection and Acceptance 
F.	 Deliveries and Performance 
G.	 Contract Administration Data 
H.	 Special Contract Requirements 
I.	 Contract Clauses 
J.	 List of Attachments 
K. 	Representations, Certifications and Others Statements of 

Offerors 
L.	 Instructions, Conditions and Notices to Offerors or 

Respondents 
M.	 Evaluation Factors for Award 
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How Do I Find Opportunities? 
�	 All requirements, except for Small Business

Administration 8(a) sole source set asides and
simplified acquisitions under $25,000, are announced in
www.FedBizOpps.gov . Check daily for new design
and construction projects, and supplies and services. 

�	 Also check the OBO website: http://state.gov/obo. It 
will contain all current FedBizOpps announcements, as
well as lists of firms that are either under contract or 
pre-qualified for future construction work. This will 
assist many firms in locating a prime contractor for
future teaming arrangements. 

http://state.gov/obo


Conclusion

�	 Contracting requirements are handled by the Office of

Logistics Management, Office of Acquisitions
Management. The Facilities Design and Construction
Division (FDCD) is the primary contracting office
responsible for supporting OBO programs. 
�	 FDCD- http://www.state.gov/m/a/c13734.htm 

�	 Our two regional procurement offices, one in Ft.
Lauderdale and the other in Frankfurt, also provide
procurement assistance to OBO and other USG entities. 
�	 RPSO- Frankfurt-

http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/rpso/

�	 RPSO- Ft. Lauderdale-

http://www.statebuy.state.gov/org/orgrpsof.htm 
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Conclusion


�	 A/LM/AQM website:
http://www.state.gov/m/a/c8020.htm 

�	 The following is available through the OBO
website at http://www.state.gov/obo/ 
�	 Certification Relevant to the Omnibus Act, U.S. 

Person requirements 
�	 List of Qualified Design-Build and General


Contractors 

�	 Percy Amendment Certification 
�	 Recently Awarded Design Projects and Contractors

17 

http://www.state.gov/m/a/c8020.htm
http://www.state.gov/obo/


 

2001 Project Prequalified Offerors 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION IDIQ CONTRACTS 

13 Contracts Awarded:  7 to Small Business 2 to Large business 

11 Large Businesses 27 Small Businesses 
ABB SUSA, Inc. ASRC Construction, Inc. 
Bovis Lend Lease, Inc. Cal-Pac Engineering Co., Inc. 
Brown & Root Services Capitol Technology Services, Inc. 
Caddell Construction Co., Inc. Contracting, Consulting, Engineering LLC 
Carothers Construction, Inc. Cosmopolitan Incorporated 
HITT Construction Desbuild Incorporated 
J. A. Jones Construction Company Engineering Design Technologies. Inc. 

Jordan Construction Forney Enterprises Inc.

Kullman Industries, Inc. Futron

Perini Corporation GEC Associates, Inc. 

Zachry Construction Corporation Gilford Corp.


Greenway Enterprises, Inc. 

International Builders, Inc.

Intrepid Engineering Services, Inc.

Martinez International Corp

Montage, Inc.

North American Telecommunications, Inc.

Packard Construction Corporation

PRO TeCH Builders, Inc.

San Juan Construction, Inc.

SEA PAC Engineering, Inc.

Sea Tech, Inc.

SEI Group, Inc.

Specialty Construction Management, Inc.

Spectrum Electrical Services, Inc.

Stronghold Engineering
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2002 Project Prequalified Offerors

SED NEC Projects 


ABB SUSA, Inc.

AECON and Leo A Daily, Joint Venture

B. L. Harbert International, LLC

Caddell Construction Co., Inc.

Carothers Construction Inc. & Arkel Int'l, Inc Joint Venture

Dick Pacific Construction Co., Ltd.

H. B. Zachry

Hensel Phelps Construction Co.

Hitt Contracting Inc.

J. A. Jones Construction Co.

Jordan Construction

Parsons Infrastructure Group, Inc.

Perini Corporation
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2003 Project Prequalified Offerors

SED NEC Projects


ABB SUSA, Inc. 
Alberici Constructors 
B. L. Harbert Int'l, LLC

Caddell Construction Co. Inc.

Fluor Intercontinental

HB Zachry Company (International)

Hensel Phelps Construction Co.

Hitt Contracting Inc.

J. A. Jones Construction Co.

Kullman Industries, Inc.


20




2004 Project Prequalified Offerors 
SED NEC and NOX Projects 

LARGE BUSINESS SMALL BUSINESS 
ABB SUSA, Inc. Cosmopolitan Incorporated 
B. L. Harbert International, LLC Desbuild Incorporated 
Beck Group Gilford Corporation 
Caddell Morrison International 

Construction Inc. (MICI) 
Caddell Construction Co. Inc. 
Fluor Intercontinental, Inc. DBA J. A. Jones International, LLC 
HB Zachry Company (International) 
Hensel Phelps Construction Co. 
HITT Contracting Inc. 
J. A Jones International a Fluor Company 
J. A Jones International, LLC 
Kullman Industries, Inc. 
Manhattan Construction Company 
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2005 Project Prequalified Offerors 

LARGE BUSINESS	 SMALL BUSINESS 
B. L. Harbert Int'l, LLC 	 Adrian L. Merton 
C. F. Jordan, LP Contracting, Consulting. Engineering, LLC 
Caddell Construction Co. Inc. Cosmopolitan Inc. 
Fluor Inc., DBA J. A. Jones LLC Capitol Technology 
HB Zachry Company Desbuild Incorporated 
Hensel Phelps Construction Co Facilities Development Corporation 
Kellogg Brown & Root, Inc. Framaco-Epik-Metis 
Manhattan Construction Co. Gilford Corporation 
W. G. Yates & Sons Const. Co. 	 Greenway Enterprises Inc 

Morrison International Construction Inc 
SeaTech Inc. 
Struthers (GSAI-IMAP) 
Titan Services Corp - Spectrum 
VMAC - EMR 
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2006 Project Prequalified Offerors


SED NEC AND NOX


Large Business 
American Intern’l Contractors (SP), Inc.
B. L. Harbert Int'l, LLC 
Caddell Construction Co. Inc. 
ECC International, LLC 
Fluor Intercont'l, Inc., DBA JAJI, LLC 
Grunley-Walsh LLC 
HB Zachry Company (International) 
Hensel Phelps Construction Co. 
J. Crowder Corporation 
JORDAN - BE&K FEDERAL GROUP, LLC 

Small Business 
 Alutiiq Global Solutions, LLC 

Apollo Federal Services 
Contract Consulting, Engineering, LLC 
Consigli Construction Co., Inc. 
Cosmopolitan Inc. 
Desbuild Incorporated 
Dynamic Corporation 
Facilities Development Corporation 
Framaco International, Inc 
FRAMACO-EPIK-METIS JV 

Kellogg Brown & Root, Inc. 
KUK Construction LLC 

Gilford Corporation 
San Juan Construction, Inc. 

Manhattan Construction Company 
PARSONS 

SeaTech Inc. 
SKE International 

Yates & Sons Construction Co 
Yates & Sons Construction Co./Desbuild Inc., JV 
Walbridge International, Inc. 
Weston Solutions, Inc. 

NON-US 
YUKSEL/AYSEL Team 
Contrak International, Inc. 
SNC-Lavalin International, Inc. 
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2007 Project Prequalified Offerors 
SED NEC AND NOX 

Alutiig Global Systems, LLC 
American International Contractors (Special Projects), Inc., 
B. L. Harbert Int'l, LLC

Caddell Construction Co. Inc.

Environmental Chemical Corporation

Framaco International

Grunley-Walsh

HC Beck, LTD, 

Hensel Phelps Construction Co.

Kellogg Brown & Root, Inc.

Manhattan Construction Company

W. G. Yates & Sons Construction Company

W. G. Yates & Sons Construction Co. Desbuild Incorporated, JV

Walbridge International, Inc.

Weston Solutions, Inc.

Zachry International, Inc.


Manila NOX Submissions in Evaluation 
24



